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1. The present submission contains a response to the Greek government’s 

communication dated 11 February 2025. 

 

2. The Greek government reports that the communication submitted by the Hellenic 

League for Human Rights “provides, on certain issues, rather misleading and obsolete 

data”. 

 

3. We are obliged to answer this arbitrary statement, returning as totally unacceptable 

its claims regarding the accuracy of the information we provided, citing a series of sources 

that verify that official occupancy figures as updated every 2 weeks by the Secretariat 

General for Anticrime Policy are not correct.  We expect that the Greek Government shall 

take the necessary measures to update the figures in line with actual accommodation 

capacity instead of providing misinformation. 

 

4. As reported in our submission of 28 January 2025, the actual accommodation 

capacity figures in certain penitentiary facilities are lower than those officially shown. The 

case of the two medical centres/hospitals and the women’s prison, all placed within the 

Korydallos complex, is exemplary (see ft 1 and 3). 

 

5. The very issue has been repeatedly brought to the attention of the Greek authorities 

especially by the CPT, which reported the mismatching between official and actual 

accommodation capacity of particular prisons: 

 

Report to the Greek Government on the ad hoc visit to Greece carried out by the European 

Committee for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 

Punishment (CPT) from 22 November 2021 to 1 December 2021, CPT/Inf (2022) 16, 2 

September 20221  

“Further, the official capacities for the Korydallos Psychiatric Hospital for Prisoners 

(261 places) and the Korydallos Special Health Centre for Prisoners (253 places) far 

exceed the real capacity of these institutions and should be revised down. Further, these 

capacities should be counted separately from the rest of the prison system [emphasis 

added] given that these institutions service the rest of the prison estate with patients often 

 
1  https://rm.coe.int/1680a7ce96, p. 10. 

https://rm.coe.int/1680a7ce96
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only spending short periods in these institutions before returning to a prison 

establishment”. 

 

Report to the Greek Government on the ad hoc visit to Greece carried out by the European 

Committee for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 

Punishment (CPT) from 8 to 11 November 2022, CPT/Inf (2023) 24, 31 August 20232 

“The official capacity for the [Psychiatric] hospital  cited in the Ministry of Citizen 

Protection statistics is 261, whereas according to the management of the Hospital the 

capacity remained at 160. At the time of the visit, the Hospital was accommodating 194 

persons, of whom 170 were patients and 24 were prisoners classified as workers, who had 

been transferred from other prison establishments to work in the Hospital [...]. 

In the period since July 2022, a process of refurbishment and renovation of the 

dormitories and cells had been initiated and, at the time of the visit, half of the first-floor 

accommodation was not in use. Once the renovations are completed, the official capacity 

of the [Psychiatric] Hospital should be reviewed to ensure that all accommodation in 

which patients are placed is in line with the national minimum standard of living space 

per patient in a mental healthcare institution [emphasis added]. The accommodation for 

the prison workers should conform with the relevant prison regulations. 

The CPT recommends that the Greek authorities recalculate the official capacity of 

Korydallos Prison Psychiatric Hospital for both patients and workers in line with the 

relevant mental healthcare and prison regulations.” [emphasis added]. 

 

6. Also in the judgment Zabelos and Others v. Greece (1167/15, 17 May 2018) it was 

made obvious that the capacity of the hospital is 60 [beds], then a wing was offered for the 

needs of the hospital (which after the COVID-19 pandemic is not in use, in a deteriorating 

condition):  

“29.  According to the Government, the Prison Hospital’s official capacity was sixty 

patients and at the time of the applicants’ detention the hospital had held between 180 and 

220 patients. [...] 

[...] 

34.  Lastly, according to the Government, during 2015 and 2016 conditions of detention in 

the Prison Hospital were drastically improved. That was mainly due to measures taken to 

 
2  https://rm.coe.int/1680ac59d6, p. 7 ff. 

https://rm.coe.int/1680ac59d6
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reduce overcrowding in prisons under Law no. 4322/2015, which provided for early 

release schemes. In November 2014 a women’s ward had been opened at the hospital and 

work had been carried out to improve the facilities. [...]” 

 

7. In a telephone communication of 16 February 2025, Dr Stergios Georgoulas, a 

general pathologist at Korydallos Special Health Centre for Prisoners, assured that the 

Special Centre has one hundred beds for patients (as defined in the Presidential Decree 

100/2018 on its integration to the NHS) and thirty places for prisoners working in the 

establishments of the unit and that the old wing of the women's prison that was used for a 

period of some years before 2020 for the treatment of HIV-positive prisoners, despite 

some temporary plans for its transformation to a COVID-19 unit, has been totally 

abandoned and is not any longer part of the Special Centre's facilities. 

 

8. As regards the Drama prison, it is acknowledged by the government that it 

operates by the gradual opening of its five wings. It is expected to fully operate in a few 

weeks or months. In any case, its actual accommodation capacity, was not 600, at it was 

reported in the past year, but initially 120, then 240, 360 and currently, with four of its five 

wings in use, it is 480 places.   

 

9. Korydallos II Prison for women consists not only of the two floors building 

accommodating women, but also, of a separate unit where a small number of men and 

transgender women are held, without communication with women prisoners. According to 

the data published by authorities, the whole facility has 174 positions, 126 for women and 

48 for men. Again a CPT Report shows that the figure for men is far from exact: 

 

Report to the Greek Government on the ad hoc visit to Greece carried out by the European 

Committee for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 

Punishment (CPT) from 8 to 11 November 2022, CPT/Inf (2023) 24, Strasbourg, 31 

August 20233 

“The transgender unit at Korydallos Women’s Remand Prison was opened in December 

2021 […] The new unit consists of five renovated cells along a narrow corridor in a 

semi-basement area adjacent to another small section holding four high-profile male 

prisoners. […] Each cell measures some 8.5m2.” [emphasis added] 

 
3  https://rm.coe.int/1680ac59d6, p. 15. 

https://rm.coe.int/1680ac59d6
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10. A comment is worth to be made regarding the “Strategic Plan”. As the government 

admits, it is a document for “internal” use. It by no means meets the criteria for a genuine 

Strategic Plan which would be open to consultation and approval by the Parliament, as 

required by the CoM (1492nd meeting, 12-14 March 2024 (DH), para. 5). Moreover, as it is 

not a public document, one cannot comment on its content, particularly taking into 

consideration the recommendation of the CPT that such a document should cover and 

address4: 

“- the mission of prisons and the values according to which prison staff will work; 

- the size of the prison estate and the range of the prison types that it will include; 

- the range of activities, including education and vocational training, that will be provided 

and the amount of access that detained persons, including those on remand, will have to 

them; 

- the introduction of specific offender management programmes to assist prisoners in 

preparing for their return into the community; 

- the human resources requirement needed to run the prisons professionally (notably, 

prison officers), providing competence profiles for the key roles; 

- the role and input of the Ministry of Culture, Education and Religious Affairs in 

education-related activities and vocational training; 

- the role and input of the Ministry of Health in the provision of somatic and mental 

healthcare, including as regards the staffing of healthcare services in prisons; 

- financial projections over a five-year period, showing how the planned provision will be 

met and implemented within the resource levels available, as well as extra-budgetary 

funding requirements.” Moreover, it has to be highlighted that, contrary to current in 

transparent practices, the 2018-2020 Strategic Plan, the first effort to draw a roadmap for 

the prison system with ends and means for their achievementwas adopted by the then 

government after “public consultation by the then Minister of Justice, Transparency 

and Human Rights in May 2017. As it is mentioned in its official translation in 

English5 “It was sent to 226 recipients in total, political figures, central 

government agencies, the Special Permanent Committee on the Penitentiary 

System and Other Forms of Confinement, university institutions, independent 

 
4  https://rm.coe.int/1680ac59d6, p. 6. 

5  Ministry of Justice, Transparency and Human Rights, General Secretariat of Crime 

Policy, Strategic Plan for the Penitentiary System 2018-2020, January 2018, No. F092.22/4599 

https://rm.coe.int/1680ac59d6
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authorities, local government of the first and second level, the church, 

health/mental health/rehabilitation bodies, political parties, scientific bodies, 

trade union bodies, European organizations as well as entities supervised by the 

General Secretariat for Crime Policy. Replies were sent by 33 bodies, with useful 

remarks, additions and suggestions for enriching planning .” 

 

11. Last, the total occupancy of prisons in Greece again increased, 11,675 on the 17th 

February 2025. As regards occupancy of the three prison facilities of special concern: 

Korydallos I:  1,913 (157%); Ioannina: 91 (138%); Thessaloniki: 398 (111%).6 

   

 
6  Data by the Secretariat General of Anticrime Policy, <https://sofron.gov.gr/sofronistika-

katastimata/statistika-stoixeia-kratoumenon/>. 


